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Advertifement. 


T  Might  have  delayed  the  publication  of  this 
***  tranilation,  untill  I  had  finilhed  fome  ex¬ 
periments  and  obferyations,  I  am  now  engaged 
in  making  ;  however  as  the  original  has  been 
fo  much  admired  by  many  of  the  moft  eminent 
of  the  faculty  in  London  :  By  the  defire  of 
fome  of  them,  I  have  Jitterally  tranflated  it. 

I  fhall  at  prefent,  only  obferre  that  the  per¬ 
formance  has  already  engaged  the  attention  of 
all  thofc  who  have  feen  it,  and  it  is  of  no 
fmall  confequcnce  to  be  able  to  cure  fo  inve¬ 
terate  a  difeafe  in  all  its  ftages,  without  injuring 
the  conftitution,  by  exciting  faiivation,  and 
Other  fuch  violent  and  dangerous  evacuations. 
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THE 


A  U  T  H  O  R’s 

4  '•  ■  •  '  •  ‘  *  ■  j  f 

PREFACE. 


T  Imagine  it  will  fecm  wonderful  to  many, 
that  quickfilver,  a  metal  next  to  gold  in 
fpecific  gravity,  can  admit  of  an  entire  union 
with  vegetable  gum,  fo  as  not  to  be  barely 
mixed  with  it,  but  to  be  fo  thoroughly  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  it,  and  fo  firmly  attached  to  it, 
as  for  both  to  remain  together  for  fome  time 

fufpended  in  water,  and  when  a  fediment  takes 

»  * 

place,  both  to  fall  dpwn  together,  and  never 
Separate. 

That  this  is  really  the  cafe,  appears  fron> 
a  very  fimple  experiment,  and.  the  more  Am¬ 
ple  an  experiment  is,  it  becomes  the  more 
obvious  and  the  lets  fubjeft  to  fallacy. 

Experiments  of  whatever  kind  are  of 
themfelvs  ufeful  *  for  altho’  they  may  bring 
no  other  advantage,  yet  they  free  the  mind 
from  prejudices 3  they  illucidate  what  would 
otherwife  be  obfcure;  they  difiinguifh  doubt 
from  certainty  3  they  refirain  the  licent louf- 

.  A  2  nefs 
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nefs  of  fhflion ;  they  give  entertainment  from 
the  variety  of  phcenomena  they  exhibit  ;  they 
excite  the  mind  to  farther  tryals ;  and  laft  of 
all,  they  extend  the  limits  of  fcience. 

But  much  more  ufeful  are  fuch  expe¬ 
riments,  which,  befides  amufing  the  learned» 
redound  in  a  public  manner,  to  the  good  of 
our  fellow  citizens.  Experiments  either  me¬ 
dical,  chirurgical,  or  ceconomical,  have  chiefly 
this  effedl. 

Our  e5js>eriments  here  are  of  fuch  a  nature, 
which  altho’  they  may  of  themfelves  be  cu¬ 
rious,  yet  that  alone  would  never  have  im¬ 
pelled  me  to  write,  if  I  had  not  found  from  a 
variety  of  tryals,  that  their  ufe  was  very  ex_ 
tenflve.  While  indeed  I  faw,  from  repeated 
obfervations,  that  a  very  mild  and  innocent 
remedy,  could  be  prepared  from  Mercury, 
fubdued  by  vegetable  gum,  when,  befides  I 
perceived  that  it  was  very  ufeful  to  thole  af- 
fetded  with  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  therefore 
that  it  was  a  medicine  of  fo  great  efficacy  in 
thofe  cafes. 

I  thought  I  fhould  be  wanting  in  my  duty» 
as  a  member  to  fociety,  if  I  delayed  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  it  any  longer  £ 

As  I  am  by  no  means  rich,  I  might  have 
confulted  my  own  advantage  more,  I  might 
have  made  ufe  of  a  fordid  prudence,  by 
keeping  it  as  a  fecret,  and  then  perhaps  it 

would 
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would  have  been  more  profitable.  I  might 
have  followed  the  well  known  examples  of 
Keiser,  who  has  become  rich  by  concealing 
the  compofition  of  his  pills,  tho*  lefs  ef¬ 
ficacious  ;  or  of  Herenswand,  Langhans, 
Hill,  and  other  fuch  illuftrious  quacks,  and 
thus  have  privately  laughed  in  my  own 
lleeve.  But  I  always  detefl:  fuch  unworthy 
practices,  and  I  fhall  continue  to  defpile  them, 
as  long  as  I  live  $  I  know  well,  thatwe  are 
religioufiy  bound  to  aflift  one  smother,  as  far 
as  lays  in  our  power.  * 

Neither  the  heathens,  or  barbarians  are  fo 
deftitute  of  humanity  as  to  forget  the  obligation 
of  doing  good,  to  which  by  the  law  of  nature 
we  are  bound.  How  much  afbamed  would  the 
fordid  venders  of  thefe  Arcana  be,  if  they 
were  expofed  to  the  public  view  of  the  old  Af- 
fyrians  or  Babylonians,  among  whom  there  was 
a  law,  that  no  perfon  ihould  pafs  by  the  fick 
without  communicating  what  remedies  he  was 
acquainted  with  for  their  relief,  and  that  without 
either  fee  or  reward. 

The  conftitution  of  Vienna  is  in  this  refpeft 
well  regulated,  and  this  we  owe  to  the  wife 

*  i  Petri  c*.  iv.  v.  viii.  Ante  omnia  autem  in  vobifmet 
charitatem  habentes,  quia  charitas  operit  multitudinem 
peccatorum;  et  ver.  io.  Unufquifque,  ficut  accepit  grati- 
tiam  in  alterutrum  illam  adminiltrantes,  ficut  boni  dilpen- 
fator<;$  multiformis  gTatiae  Dei. 


councils 
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councils  of.  the  noble  L.  B.  Van  Swieten, 
who  employs  his  whole  attention,  and  be  flows 
great  labour  in  enlarging  the  limits  of  medicine, 
efpecially  of  what  relates  to  the  praddice  :  his 
attention  wholly  conlifls  in  this,  that  the  mod: 
efficacious  and  certain  remedies  may  be  daily 
found  out  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the 
unhappy  fick,  andlikewife  in  totally  banifhing 
quacks,  mountebanks,  and  the  avaritious  ven¬ 
ders  of  arcana ;  while,  in  the  mean  time  at  Pa¬ 
ris,  London,  ^id  in  other  large  cities,  that  race 
of  men  are  yith  impunity  tolerated,  to  the 
common  prejudice  of  mankind,  and  the  re¬ 
proach  of  phy fie  : 

One  wife  refolution  of  this  eminent  man,  is, 
that  if  any  remedy  be  fufficiently  recommended 
for  its  great  utility,  it  is  immediately  publifhed 
for  the  general  good,  for  certainly  the  private 
advantage  of  one  or  two  perfons  is  not  to  be 
preferred  to  the  common  good  of  our-  fellow- 
citLens. 

That  this  is  the  fixed  and  ftated  opinion  of 
this  great  man  will  appear  evidently  from  what 
he  has  written  formerly  on  the  fubje<5f  of  the 
carreer,*  and  lately  on  other  fubje&s  •f*. 

The 

*  Secft.  q 09.  Comment.  T.  1,  p.  901.  Forte  tamen  et  in¬ 
de  aliqua,  fpes  effulget,  non  penitus  impoffibiiem  effe  can¬ 
cri  feparationem  a  partibus  fanis  ;  licet  ha&enus  ignoretur, 
qua  methodo,  quibufve  remediis,  hoc  fieri  poflit'.  Quam 
felix  ille  qui  hoc  inveniret  ?  quanta  poena  dignus,  qui  in¬ 
ventum  celaret,  turpis  lucri  caufa  ? 

f  T.  IV.  §  1371.  p,  729.  Sed  quifque  novit,  arcanorum 

ven- 
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The  condiit  of  the  celebrated  Stoerck. 

v.  *  ■  4  _  *  '  *  c  * 

ought  to  be  impreffed  on  our  minds,  as  an  ex¬ 
ample  and  incitement  to  all,  who  being  fortu¬ 
nate  in  his  difcoverie$,  has  early  applied  them 
for  the  benefit  of  fociety, putting  little  value  upon 

4  i 

them,  if  they  were  not  made  publickly  ufeful. 

While  I  revolved  all  thcfe  confiderations  in 
my  own  mind,  while  I  had  fo  many  glorious 
examples  before  me,  while  befides  I  thought  that 
it  was  the  buhncfs  of  an  honed  and  ingenuous 
man,  if  pofTible,  to  bedow  his  lajpurs  on  what 
is  of  general  utility,  I  found  mjfelf  under  the 
necedity  to  communicate  to  the  public  this  new 
and  eafy  method  of  giving  Mercury  to  venere¬ 
al  patients  in  the  manner  I  learned  from  expe¬ 
rience. 

Nor  do  I  this  from  any  profpetd  of  gain,  the 
farther  fuccefs  of  this  method,  and  the  great  re¬ 
lief  it  may  give  to  my  neighbours,  will  afford 
me  fufficient  reward. 

■  Nor  do  I  fear  the  cenfures  of  the  envious» 
fince  many  eminent  authors  have  met  with  fuch 
treatment  for  their  good  offices  to  mankind, 

venditoribus  non  Temper  habendam  efle  fidem.  Ingenuum 
decet,  ut  generis  humani  utilitatem  lucro  magis  ultimet. 
Sed  auri  facra  fames  fiepe  aliud  fuadet  ;  nunquam  me  pce- 
nituit,  candide  commuuicaiTe  omnibus  fi  quid  in  arte  utile 
novifiem,  nec  pamitebit,  certus  Tum  illo  tempore, 

11  - - - - dum  numina  nobis 

<{  Mors  inftans  majora  facit. 


though 
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though  they  refolutely  withftood  the  llauders  of 
envy, 

Qux  videt  ingratos,  intabefcitque  videndo 
SuccefTus  hominum, carpitque  et  carpitur  una 
Suppliciumque  fuum  eft. 

Ovid.  Metamorph.  Lib.  II. 
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Giving  Mercury  to  thofe  labouring 
under  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

’ - 1  •  v  ; : ’# 1 'D7/  ’i;o'  *  h " rt  t 
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The  Origin  of  this  Method. 

*  jl  •  »  v  '  ■  f  yj  •  )  b 

SOME  months  ago  when  I  had  occafion 
to  write  a  book,  in  which  I  undertook 
to  defend  the  efficacy  of  the  Corrofive 
Sublimate  in  the  cure  of  .  the  Vene- 
teal  Difeafe,  that  I  might  enquire  into  the 
caufe  by  which  Mercury  more  efpecially  afted 
on  the  falivary  glands*  I  converfed  upon  the 
lubjed  with  Philippus  Ambrosius  Mar- 
Herr,  a  very  eminent  phyfician,  and  my 
particular  friend,  who  with  his  ufual  candour, 
told  me,  that  as  yet  no  juft  account  of  that 
phaenomenon  was  given; — that  many  hypo-8 
thefes  had  been  thought  of  by  a  variety  of 
authors,  but  that  none  of  them  was  fuffict- 
ently  accurate; — that  the  very  plaufible  opinion 

B  of 
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of  Dr.  Pitcairn,,  who  feemed  to  many  to 

have  hit  upon  the  thing,  in  attributing  it  to  the 
fpecific  gravity  of  the  Mercury,  was  fo  fully 
refuted  by  *)  §  Van  .Swieten,  that  nothing 

r  ' 

more'  remained  fo  He  offered  for  its  defence ; 
in  the  mean-time  it  feemed  probable  to  him, 
that  Mercury  had  a  greater  affinity  with  the 

•  ■  .■  ►  (  •  ^  ■»,  p  ,'s  v  „ ,  f  -  ,  x*  *,'■  ^  ^  ^  .p.  ^  A 

faliva  and  mucus,  than  with  any  of  the  othef 
fluids  of  Our  body,  ,  and  that  therefore  the 
mouth  and  throat  were  chiefly  affefled  by  it. 

■ — This  difeerning  man  likewife  added,  that 
he  had  feen  a  fmail  quantity  of  Mercury  by 
trituration  difappear  in  the  faliva,  but  that 
it  was  ft  ill  probable*  there  was  a  greater  affi¬ 
nity  between  Mercury  and  mucus ;  for  Mer¬ 
cury  not  only  runs  to  the  falivary  glands-,  but 
likewife  to  the  mucous  ones,-  and  befides, 
that  the  more  vifeid  mucos  was  much  ^fitter 
for  retaining  it  than  the 'thinner  fluid  the  fa¬ 
liva;  and  obferved,  that  an  experiment  might  be 
made  to  determine  this  matter  with  certainty, 
which  has  hitherto  been  negie<5!ed  on  account 
of  its  fimplicity  :  a  very  frequent  caufe,  why 
manv  things  remain  concealed  which  might 

j  O  C J 

otherwife  be  eafily  known. 

This  opinion  of  my  very  judicious  friend  fo 
pleafed  me,  that  I  determined  immediately  to 
put  it  to  the  teftof  chemical  experiments. 

•T  *)  §  135.  C,  T*  1,  P,  207 


Therefore 
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Therefore  the  day  after,  I  made  an  experi¬ 
ment,  and  obferved  that  a  iinall  quantity  of 
Mercury  was  made  todifappear  in  the  faliva;  that 
however,  the  mucus  received  a  larger  quantity  ; 
and  that  it  united  with  it  more  expeditioufly. 
And  thereby  I  found  that  the  opinion  of  my 
learned  friend  concerning  the  affinity  of  Mercu¬ 
ry  with  thefe  fluids  was  entirely  confirmed  by 
experiment,  and  immediately  made  him  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  event,  this  being  done,  we 
unanimoufly  agreed,  that  Mercury  fhouid  be 
tried  in  the  fame  manner  with  other  mucilagi¬ 
nous  bodies,' both  animal  and ‘vegetable,  that 
it  might  appear  whether  there  are  not  other 
gelatinous  and  vifcid  fubflances  with  which 
Mercury  can  be  likewife  united,  and  if  there 
are  any  fuch,  whether  they  differ  in  their  pow¬ 
ers  more  ordefs  from  that  of  faliva  and  animaj 

mucus - For  this  purpofe  the  following  expe- 

ments  were  made. 

i  '  %  f  %  • 

Experiment  I. 

Mercury  with  animal  mucus. 

I  mixed  one  part  of  very  pure  Mercury 
with  two  parts  of  mucus  difcharged  from  the 
throat,  by  expectoration ;  I  triturated  them 
together  in  a  marble  mortar,  and  exaftly  mark¬ 
ed  the  time  which  was  neceffary  for  the  com¬ 
pleat  extin&ion  of  it  *  and  I  perceived  that  in 

B  2  the 
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the  fpace  of  feven  minutes*  the*  whole  of  the 
Mercury  was  converted  into  a  greyifh  vifcid 
fubftance,  after  the  addition  of  water  very  lit¬ 
tle  remained  fufpended,  but  it  foon  precipitated 
to  the  bottom ;  the  Mercury,  however,  did  not 
feparate,  but  dill  remained  entangled  and  united 

with  the  mucus  at  the  bottom  of  the  yeflel. 

» 

There  was  one  fcruple  of  Mercury  and  two  of 
mucus.  The  faliva  extinguifhed  a  much  lefs 
proportion  of  Mercury,  and  its  extinguifhing 
any  depended  perhaps  on  its  haying  a  quantity 
*of  mucins  united  with  it,  it  being  impoffible  tQ 
pbtain  faliva  perfectly  free  from  it. 

Experiment  II. 

Mercury  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg. 

I  triturated  the  whole  of  the  yolk  of  an  egg 
with  one  drachm  of  Mercijry  in  a  marble 
mortar  for  an  hour :  At  firft  fight  the  Mercury 
feemed  entirely  to  difappear,  but  upon  adding 
a  little  water,  it  recovered  its  form,  and  the 
vifcidity  of  the  yolk  being  diluted,  it  fell 
down  to  the  bottom  in  its  metallic  running 
flate,  and  by  degrees  went  into  large  globules 
entirely  feparate  from  other  matter. 

Experiment  Ilk 
Mercury  with  the  white  of  an  egg. 

The  white  of  an  Egg  fhews  ftill  lefs  power 
on  Mercury  :  for  one  dram  of  Mercury  being 

tritu- 


I 
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triturated  with  the  white  of  an  Egg  for  ahttofl 
half  an  hour,  was  by  no  means-  extinguiffied 
by  it,  and  upon  pouring  water  to  it,  the  Mer<- 
eury  run  into  large  globules,  and  fubfided  ;to 
the  bottom.  : 

J5  X  PER  I  M  ENT  It, 

Mercury  with  the  blood  and  its  ferum. 

I  mixed  a  quantity  of  quickfiiver  with  the 
ferum  of  blood,  which,  to  obviate  iniftake,  I 
took  from  myfelf,  and  I  triturated  them  toge- 
ther,  as  in  the  former  experiment.  The  ex¬ 
tinction  was  very  in.corifiderable,  and  the  uni¬ 
on  much  lefs  firm  than  that  with  mucus,  for 
upon  pouring  water,  the  quick-fiiver  immedi¬ 
ately  fubfided  in  the  form  of  final!  globules. 

I  tryed  the  fame  Experiment  with  the  red 
part  of  the  blood,  and  almoft  the  fame  phaeno¬ 
menon  occurred,  only  that  the  ferum  feemed 
to  have  more  effect  than  the  red  part  upon  the 

Mercury.  .  .  ) 

» 

Exp  eri  M£x-r  V. 

-  .  .  4 A  ,*  *> .  '  > 

Mercury  with  frelh  animal  bile. 

1  triturated  one  drachm  of  Mercury  with 
two  drachms  of  the  recent  bile  of  the  pike  fifh, 
for  half  an  hour ;  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
that  the  fmalleft  portion  of  it  could  be  extin- 

guifhed. 
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guifhed,  and  upon  the  affufion  of  water,  the 
Mercury  foon  fubfided  to  the  bottom,  apd  rqq 
into  larger  globules. 

.  '  r  i  ' 

Experiment  VI. 

Mercury  with  ifinglafs. 

Tq  two  drachms  pf  ifinglafs  reduced  tq  the 
confiftence  of  glue,  I  added  one  drachm  o f 
Mercury,  and  triturated  them  together  with 
great  labour  for  more  than  half  an  hour:  but 
all  was  in  vain;  the  finallefl  quantity  of  Mer¬ 
cury  did  not  unite  with  it — It  is  well  known 
that  quickfilver  can  be  very  readily  extin- 
guifhed  by  animal  fat ;  but  fo  perfect  a  divifion, 
and  fo  thorough  an  extin&ion  cannot  be  there¬ 
by  obtained  as  with  mucus ;  for  the  fat  being 
rendered  more  liquid  by  heat,  nay  even 
fpontaneoufly,  the  Mercury  in  Neapolitan 
ointment  will  fublide  tq  the  bottom. 

Corollary, 

From  thefe  experiments  it  evidently  appears 
that  Mercury  has  a  much  greater  affinity  with 
mucus,  than  with  other  animal  fluids;  and 
hence  it  feems  probable  that  if  other  animal 
fluids  unite  with  it,  it  is  owing  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  mucus  which  they  contain. 


[  7  J 
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Experiment  Vlf. 

Mercury  with  the  mucilage  of  gum  arabic.  : 

*  •  9  ft  y  W ' 

u  i  '  - *  F  •  •  ■  \  j  f  ; '  1  ;  i  j  i ;  f «  *  *  ■#»#■*  i. 

When  therefore,  from  the  former  experi¬ 
ments,  I  learned  that  there  are  no  animal 

•  1  j  *  •  *  '  1  ‘  *  I  *  *  1  *  *  :  *  //  /  •  «  ♦  *  r 

fluids  but  mucus  that  is  proper  for  extin- 

.  i  .. .  .  t  j, 

guifhing  Mercury,  curiofity  excited  me  to  try 

*  V  ;  i  i  ■  i  »  i  f  t  . 

whether  vegetable  mucus  or  gummy  fubftances 
might  not  do  the  fame ;  therefore  I  triturated 

*  s  ■  '  *  ■  » 

one  drachm  of  quickfllver,  with  two  drachms 
of  gum  arabic  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  a 
flone  mortar,  adding  by  degrees  a  fmall  por¬ 
tion  of  water,  fo  as  to  give  it  the  confidence 
of  a  mucilage.  To  my  great  furprize  the  Mer¬ 
cury  fuddenly  difappeared,  and  the  whole  be¬ 
ing  carefully  rubbed  together,  became  a  vifcid 
grey  mucus,  which  being  diluted  and  agitated 
with  a  pound  of  water,  the  whole  became  of  a 
grey  colour,  and  one  part  remained  fufpended 
in  it,  while  another  part,  upon  allowing  the 
veflel  to  fland  at  reft  for  fome  minutes,  wasj 
flowly  depofited  to  the  bottom  in  the  form  of  a* 
grey  fediment,  in  which  the  Mercury  was  fo 
thoroughly  cxtinguifhed  ,by  the  vifcid  mucus, 
that,  although  a  large  ,  quantity  of  water  was 
added,  they  remained  united  together,  and  the 
Mercury  did  not  run  into  globules  as  ufuab 
By  a  gentle  agitation  of  the  veflel,  the  whole  of 
this  mucus  was  again,  readily  united  with  the 

water,. 


water,  and  on  the  furface  of  the  water,  fome- 

e'1T  •  •  f.  j  *  -  ^ 

what  elevated,  there  was  a  white  froth,  which, 
together  with  the  water,  held  the  Mercury 
fufpended  in  a  very  fubtile  attenuated  flate  ; 
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for,  upon  immerfing  a  gold  ring  in  it,  it  wa# 
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perfectly  whiten’d  and  filveriz’d. 


I  repeated  the  fame  experiment  with  a 
fmaller  quantity.  A  fcruple  of  gum  arabic  was 
reduced  to  mucilage,  and  mixed  with  ten 


grains  of  Ivfercury' that  it  might  be  an  ex¬ 
periment  fimilar  to  the  fir  ft.  —  In  the  fpace 


*•-  ;•  y  ■  [  ■  r  « 

of  fix  minutes  the  Mercury  was  entirely  ex- 
tinguifhed,  while  feven- minutes  were  neceftary 
in  uniting  it  with  animal  mucilage ;  therefore 
Mercury  admits  of  a  much  more  ready  union 
with  gum  arabic. 

The  gummy  mercurial  fedimenf  remained 
for  a  long  time,  even  for  many  weeks,  without 
undergoing  any  change,  unlefs  that  in  a  length 
of  time  it  became  fomewhat  grumous,  more 
black,  and  was  lefs  equally  mufcible  with  the 
fluid  on  its  furface;  it  however  did  not  depofit 
the  whole  of  the  Mercury,  until  the  liquor 
above  being  previoufly  feparatedby  a  filtration, 
was  exficcated  by  the  heat  of  a  furnace  $ 
then  indeed  the  power  of  the  mucilage  was 
deftroyed,  and  the  Mercury  feparated  and 
was  now  to  be  obferved  in  the  form  of  the  glo¬ 
bules  of  quickfilver* 


t  9  ] 
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Ex  PER  I-M  £NT  VIII. 


# 


Mercury,  by  the  affiftance  of  gum  arable,  ul¬ 
timately  united  with  animal  fluids. 

►  **.  f  /  ♦  ♦ 

From  the  former  experiments  (2,  3,  4,  5,6) 

it  appears  that  the  blood  and  its  ferum,  the 
yolk  and  the  white  of  an  egg,  the  bile,  and  ifin- 
glafs,  are  inefficient  for  extinguifhing  any 
confiderable  quantity  of  Mercury  ;  but  if  any 
Quantity  of  the  mucilage  of  gum  arabic  be 
mixed  with  thefe,  the  Mercury  is  immediately 
equably  united  with  them,  juft  in  the  fame 
manner  as  when  animal  mucus  itfelf  is  added  : 
hence  quickfilver,  by  means  of  this  fubftance, 

is  even  rendered  mifcible  with  others,  with 

'  *  .  -  9 

which  it  has  either  no  affinity,  or  a  very  fmall 
one* 

Ex  per  1  ment  IX. 

Mercury  with  gum  tragacanth. 

The  power  of  gum  tragacanth  is  by  no  means 

t  '  * 

the  fame  :  For  this,  reduced  to  a  mucilage,  up¬ 
on  the  addition  of  water,  in  no  manner anfwer- 
ed  my  expe&ation,  for  although  I  ufed  every 
endeavour,  and  continued  a  trituration  for  half 
an  hour,  the  fmalleft  quantity  of  Mercury 
could  not  be  extinguifhed,  and  upon  pouring 
water,  and  thereby  diluting  the  mucilage,  it  re¬ 
tained  the  form  of  quickfilver,  with  its  metallic 
fplendor,  and  fell  down  to  the  bottom  of  the 
veffieh 


C 
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Experiment  X. 

Mercury  with  the  mucilage  of  the  feed  of 

quinces* 

The  fame  effedt  nearly  followed  from  the 
mucilage  extracted  from  the  feed  of  the  quince, 
three  drachms  of  which  being  triturated  for 
half  an  hour  with  one  drachm  of  Mercury* 
there  was  no  mark  of  any  combination. 

Experiment  XL 

Mercury  with  the  farina  of  the  root  of  marfli- 
mallows,  and  ft  arch. 

With  a  very  fine  *  farina  of  mar  Jfli  mallows  t 
mixed  a  fmall  quantity  of  water,  that  it  might 
form  a  kind  of  glue  :  a  fmall  quantity  of  Mer¬ 
cury  was  added,  and  triturated  for  a  confix 
derable  time,  but  from  this  no  extinction  of 
the  Mercury  was  obfervable.  When  Mercury, 
however,  was  triturated  with  a  quantity  of 
ftarch,  it  was  fomewhat  extinguifhed  ;  Starch 
containing  an  animal  gluten  in  it.* 

Ex  PER  IMENT  XII. 

Mercury  with  manna  of  Calabria; 

I  try’d  pure  manna  in  the  fame  manner,  be- 
caufe  it  fecms  to  contain  a  quantity  of  muci- 

*  Cl.  ProfefTor  Crantz,  Mat.  Med.  T.  I.  p.  9.  &  il- 
luftr,  L.  B,  Van  Swcten,  C.  X»  iv#  p,  to 7. 

lage 
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lage,  and  it  is  a  common  opinion  that  it  enters 
into  the  compofttlon  of  Keifer's  pills.  I  care¬ 
fully  triturated  two  parts  of  it  with  one  of 
Mercury  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  but  I  CQuld 
fcarcely  extinguifh  any  ;  however,  upon  re¬ 
peating  this  experiment  with  common  manna, 
I  faw  a  large  quantity  of  Mercury  fufficiently 
extinguilhed  by  it. 

Experiment  XIII. 

Mercury  with  crude  and  clarify’d  lioney. 

To  two  drachms  of  crude,  white,  thick  ho¬ 
ney  I  added  one  drachm  of  quickfilver,  and 
triturated  them  both  together  for  a  quarter  of 
an  hour.  The  Mercury  was  pretty  well  extin- 
gqifhed,  apd,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  af¬ 
ter  adding  water  to  it,  remained  extinguilhed, 
and  depoflted  a  grey  fediment  at  the  bottom  of 
the  veffel,  but  lefs  ealily  mifcible  with  water 
than  that  which  arofe  from  the  union  of  gum 
arabic  and  Mercury.  I  repeated  the  fame  ex¬ 
periment  with  clarify’d  honey,  but  none  of  the 
Mercury  was  extinguilhed ,  for  upon  the  ef- 
fufion  of  water  the  whole  appeared  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  in  large  fplendid  globules. 

Crude  honey  contains  fome  mucilage  in 
it ;  hence  it  is  that  it  is  fo  fit  for  extinguishing 
Mercury  :  But  that  mucilage  is  loft  by  boiling 
and  clarifying ;  for  which  reafon  it  has  qo  fuch 
power  on  Mercury. 

C  2 
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Eepekiment  XIV'. 

*  i  '•  ''  V 

Mercury  with  fimple  fyrup. 

Very  pure  white  fugar  being  formed  into  a 
fimple  fyrup,  with  half  its  quantity  of  water, 
and  tho’  long  triturated  with  Mercery,  did  not 
extinguiih  a  particle  of  it. 

But  this  effedt  happened  contrary  to  expec¬ 
tation,  that  altho’  neither  fugar  nor  fyrup 
fhewed  any  efficacy  in  extinguifhing  Mercury, 
yet  they  even  increafed  the  power  of  gum 
arabic  in  this  refpedf  ;  fo  that,  by  the  affiffance 
of  fugar  or  fyrup,  this  mucilage  united  more 
firmly  and  tenaciouffy  with  Mercury. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  when  fugar  was 
triturated  with  Mercury  it  became  black. 

The  fame  experiment  was  try’d  with  a  va¬ 
riety  of  fyrups,  fuch  as  of  diacodion,  of  kcr- 
mes,  and  of  violets ;  and  I  always  obferved  that 
a  more  thorough  extinction  of  the  Mercury 
with  the  mucus  was  thereby  produced. 

In  this  manner,  by  different  fyrups,  a  va¬ 
riety  of  colours,  tafte,  and  fmell,  may  be  com¬ 
municated  to  Mercury ,fo  as  to  conceal  it  from 
the  knowledge  of  fufpicious  perfons. 

Experiment  XV. 

Mercury  with  linfeed  oil  and  fat. 

I  extlnguifhed  Mercury  in  the  pure  oil  of 
linfeed,  with  little  labour,  but  a  fmall  quantity 

could 
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could  only  be  thus  united  with  the  glutinous 
fediment  of  the  linfeed  oil.  Water  occalioned 

»t  .  .  ■  •  •  _  •  .  i  ■  ' 

a  fediment  of  the  confidence  of  butter,  and 
when  this  was  feparated  the  Mercury  could 
not  be  extinguifhed  in  it.  Perhaps  by  a  boil¬ 
ing  heat  Mercury  might  be  made  to  form  a 
more  intimate  union  with  oil,  which  experi¬ 
ment,  however,  I  have  not  try'd. 

But  Mercury  extinguifhed  by  gum  arabic 
will  admit  of  a  very  ready  union  with  either 
oil  or  fat;  nor  will  it  leparate  and  fall  fo  foon 
to  the  bottom,  as  it  does  in  the  common  Nea¬ 
politan  ointment.— See  Experiment  VI. 

'T  J  ;  \  : 

Corollary  s. 

*  '  '  *  .  .  X  J  . 

From  thefe  Experiments  (7,  8,  9,  io,  11, 
12,  13,  14,  1 5)  it  evidently  appears 

id.  That  of  all  vegetable,  gummy  or  pladic 
fubdances,  gum  arabic  is  the  only  one  which 
in  its  nature  approaches  the  neared  to  ani¬ 
mal  mucus :  hence  it  is  to  be  preferred  in  ex- 
tinguidiing  of  Mercury. 

2dly.  That  the  extinction  of  theMercury  by 
means  of  animal  mucus  and  gum  arabic,  does 
not  depend  upon  mechanical  principles,  nor 
can  it  be  referred  only  to  the  vifeidity  of  the 
mucilage,  for  many  other  fubdances,  more  vif? 
cid  and  tenacious,  when  longer  triturated  with 
it,  by  no  means  anfvver  the  fame  purpofe,  and 
water,  which  is  the  bed  and  pured  mendruum 

for 
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for  gummy  fubftances,  can  neither  feparate 
animal  mucus,  nor  mucilage  of  gum  arabic 
from  Mercury,  providing  they  had  been  inti¬ 
mately  united  together  ;  the  contrary  of  which 
takes  place  in  the  mucilage  of  gum  tragacanth, 

‘y  9  T  •' 

in  that  of  quinces,  and  others. 

vgdly.  And  then,  altho’  mechanical  triture 
greatly  ailifts  the  extinction  of  Mercury,  a  true 
affimtyexifts  between  Mercury,  animal  mucus, 
arid  gum  arabic,  and  this  is  therealon  why* 
when  once  united,  they  remained  fo  firmly  at¬ 
tached  to  one  another  :  nor  docs  the  mucilage 
rather  attract -the  water,  but  immediately  joins 
it  to  the  Mercury,  fo  that  they  all  remain 
intimately  united. 

When  I  had  fufficiently  proved  every  thing 

i  *  ** 

by  experiment,  and  when  I  was  convinced 
thereby  of  the  affinity  which  Mercury  has 
with  the  faliva  and  animal  mucus,  which  my  in-? 
genious  friend  nrft  fuggeftd  to  me,  I  did 
not  doubt  but  that  his  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  adion  of  Mercury  in  the  throat  and  faliva- 
ry  glands  was  well  founded,  and  it  carried 
more  probability  along  with  it,  than  that  of  all 
the  reft. 

But  fince  gum  arabic  in  every  refpeCl  ex¬ 
cells  the  animal  mucus  in  extinguilhing  Mer¬ 
cury,  it  feemed  to  me  that  this  was  the  fitteft 
and  moft  natural  vehicle  of  Mercury,  by  which 
as  a  medium  it  could  be  united  with  all 

the 
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the  fluids  of  our  body.  However  being  little 
felicitous  about  forming  a  new  hypothecs,  I 
believed  that  my  labour  might  be  more  ufeful- 
ly  employed,  if  I  tried  the  effects  of  fuch  a 
preparation  in  thofe  who  had  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe,  that  we  might  be  allured  whether  it  could 
pafs  the  Primes  Vi#:  in  fuch  a  form,  for  if  it 
could  pafs  into  the  blood  in  this  manner,  we 
did  not  doubt  but  that  it  might  cure  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe  more  effectually  than  any  of  the 
other  preparations ;  and  that  from  its  being 
perfectly  mild,  and  deflitute  of  fuch  acrimony 
as  might  hurt  the  body,  while  the  other 
preparations  cannot  be  given  in  large  dofes 
from  the  great  quantity  of  faline  acrimony  that 
adheres  to  them,  and  when  preferibed  in  final! 
dofes,  they  aCf  only  after  a  conliderable  length 
of  time,  and  cure  the  difeafe  very  llowly. 

I  was  from  this  time  determined  by  the  ap¬ 
probation  and  advice  of  a  very  ingenious  man 
to  take  the  fir  ft  opportunity  of  trying  Mercu¬ 
ry  thus  prepared,  when  any  perfon  fhould  of¬ 
fer  who  laboured  under  the  veneral  difeafe. 

Three  days  after,  a  woman  with  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe  came  to  me,  whofe  hiftory  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  firft  obfervation:  afterwards  others 
came  labouring  under  the  fame  difeafe,  whofe 
cafes  are  given  in  the  following  obfervations. 

When- 1  perceived  in  all  thele  cafes  the  re¬ 
markable  and  fudden  efficacy  of  this  gummy 

prepa- 
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preparation  of  Mercury  ;  and  conftantly  ob- 
ferved  that  its  uferullnefs  exceeded  my  moft 
fanguine  expectations,  fo  that  in  a  fhort  time  it 
did  more  than  could  be  expected  from  all  the 
Other  preparations ;  and  farther  found  that 
no  falivation  could  be  excited  by  this  prepa¬ 
ration,  altho’  given  in  very  large  quantity,  un- 
lefs  there  was  another  mercurial  in  the  body, 
or  during  the  cure,  another  bcfides  the  gum¬ 
my  mercurial  was  taken,  I  was  fully  convinced 
that  this  was  the  bed  method  of  giving  Mer- 
and  that  no  other  could  be  compared  with  it. 


Having  thus  diicoveredmy  method  of  pre¬ 
paring  Mercury,  I  fhall  now  fubmit  to  the 
public  for  very  important  reafons,  already  of¬ 
fered  in  the  preface,  my  own  obfervations  and 
thofe  communicated  to  me  by  others. 

CHAP.  II. 

^  J  •  y  «  V 

Practical  obfervations  regarding  the 
efficacy  of  this  gummy  Mercu- 

,  rial  in  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

0 

A  Woman  aged  twenty-eight  of  a  fanguine- 
*  ous  temperament,  who  had  for  fome 
months  Venereal  blotches  in  her  forehead  and1 
face,  and  a  very  ugly  fcab  over  her  whole 

body* 


body,  labouring  under  the  fluor  albus,  watch'** 
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ings,  in  the  night-time,  and  pains  of  the  joints, 
danie  to  me,  td  fell  poultry,  and  being  much 
afhamed  lhe  covered  her  face  over  with  a  cloth. 

No  body  would  buy  lier  poultry  from  her, 
on  account  of  her  being  of  a  naffy  appearance . 
I  immediately  knew  the  difeafe,  and  after  exa¬ 
mining  her,  I  promifed  that  as  fhe  was  poor, 
I  would  give  her  Medicines  for  nothing,  if  fhe 
Would  return  to  me  every  three  days  and  let 
me  know  how  fhe  did. 

The  day  after,  fhe  took  a  mercurial  purga¬ 
tive,  2nd  the  following  day  fhe  began  to  take 
one  fpoonful  of  the  Ample  folution  (No.  i.j 
fhorning  and  evening,  with  a  deco<51ion  of  far- 
faparilla  and  hemlock,  fhe  likewife  ufed  the 
Warm  bath. 

Returning  three  days  afterwards,  her  pain 
was  fomewhat  abated ;  I  ordered  her  to  conti¬ 
nue  the  bath,  and  to  take  two  fpoonfuls  of  the 
folution  morning  and  evening. 

She  returned  three  days  after,  and  was  en¬ 
tirely  free  from  her  pains,  fome  of  the  fpots 
had  difappeared,  lhe  refled  better  in  the  night: 
time,  her  fluor  albus  was  the  fame  as  be-* 
fore. 

f  •  , 

On  the  thirteenth  day  all  the  fpots  difappear¬ 
ed,  there  were  no  nodfurnal  pains.  I  gave  hef 
a  frefh  quantity  of  the  mercurial  folution  to 

D  -  which. 
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which  I  added  the  balfam  of  capivi,  as  is  pre¬ 
fer  ibed  in  (No.  2.) 

The  woman  returned  in  eight  days  after, 
free  of  all  her  fymptoms,  except  the  fluor  al¬ 
bus,  which  was  by  no  means  abated,  becaufe 
fhe  ft  ill  admitted  the  embraces  of  her  hufband 
as  flie  herfelf  confefied  *,  I  ordered  that  hex“ 
hufband  might  be  brought,  and  I  promiled  to 
cure  him  for  nothing. 

But  being  free  from  her  former  complaints, 
fhe  became  negligent,  fhe  would  not  hearken 
to  my  advice,  and  has  never  fince  returned. 

Yet  I  will,  on  this  account,  not  allow  tliat  this 
obfervation  is  in  the  leaft  imperfetft,  for  it  fuf- 
ficiently  proves  the  efficacy  of  our  remedy  in 
removing  her  former  complaints. 

This  woman  fwallowed  more  than  three 
drachms  of  the  gummy  mercurial,  nor  was 
there  the  leaft  ftgn  of  a  falivation: 

Observatio  n  if. 

A  foldier,  aged  thirty,  of  a  fanguineous  ha¬ 
bit,  having  fome  months  ago  a  gonorrhoea 
ftopt,  he  contradled  a  pox,  and  beftdes  venereal 
blotches  in  his  forehead,  and  in  both  fides  of 
the  frontal  bone,  he  had  a  broad  tophus,  not 
however  much  elevated,  he  was  likewife  trou¬ 
bled  with  pains  of  the  joints  j  his  throat,  and 
the  glans  penis  were  much  ulcerated. 


Having. 
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Having  given  him  a  purgative,  he  began  to 
take  daily  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  folution  No.  u 
with  a  deco&ion  of  the  farfaparilla  without 
milk. 

All  his  complaints  were  entirely  removed  in  fix 
days,  without  any  falivation,  unlefs,  that  when 
he  was  expofed  to  cold,  there  appeared  very 
broad  reddiili  fpots  on  his  forehead  and  face, 
very  different  however  from  the  former,  and 
which  again  difappeared  of  their  own  accord 
by  the  heat  of  a  dove,  I  dill  perfuaded  him 
to  repeat  his  medicine,  which  he  did,  and  was 
entirely  cured  in  eight  days.  Although  this  pa¬ 
tient  had  always  formerly  a  gentle  falivation 
excited  even  by  a  mild  purgative,  yet  after 
taking  three  drachms  of  this  gummy  mercurial, 
which  effe&ed  the  cure,  no  fign  of  falivation 
could  be  perceived. 

»  , 

Observation  III. 

A  Soldier,  aged  36,  of  a  fanguineous  tem¬ 
perament,  had  a  violent  rheumatifm  in  his 
right  arm,  from  a  venereal  caufe.  In  the 
middle  of  the  os  humeri  there  was  an  incipient 
tophus.  There  was  befidcs  a  foul  ulcer  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  firft  metacarpal  bone  which 
correfponds  with  the  thumb.  Thefe  com¬ 
plaints  had  continued  more  than  fix  months. 


But 
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But  a  gonorrhoea  being  fome  days  before 
fiopt,  there  came  on  a  fwelling  and  pain  of 
the  tefticle,  which  brought  on  a  ftrapgury  in 
snaking  urine. 

He  was  blooded  on  the  firft:  day,  and  the 
fame  day  he  took  a  cooling  purge;  an  emob 
lient  fomentation  was  applyed  to  his  fcrotum. 
The  day  following  he  fwallowed  emulfions  of 
almonds,  gum  arabic,  fyrup  of  diacodipn, 
and  likewife  many  cups-full  of  decodtion  of 
farfaparilla,  with  mullein  and  marfhtnallows* 
r-He  went  on  in  this  way  for  three  days  ;  the 
pain  of  his  teftjcles  ceafed,  The  gonorrhoea 
did  not  even  return ;  he  made  urine  morp 
eaftly  ;  the  left  tefticle  remained  fwelied ;  the 
right  was  much  diminifhed  in  fize.  A  bal- 
famic  eftence  in  which  there  was  two  grains 
of  corrofive  fublimate  diffolyed  was  apply'd  to 
the  foul  ulcer 

My  mercurial  ointment  (No.  6)  was  ap¬ 
ply  *d  to  the  tophus.  There  was  given  inter¬ 
nally  two  fpoons-full  of  the  iolution  (No,  i)  . 
with  the  decodiion  of  farfaparilla  and  the 
emollients.  * — There  was  alfo  apply'd  to  the 

*  T  'i* 

fwelied  tefticles  my  mercurial  ointment,  with 
the  ung.  de  Lithargyr. 

All  thefe  things  were  continued  for  eleven 
days,  the  tophus  difappeared,  the  fwelling  of 
the  tefticles  was  refolved,  and  the  rheumatifin 

V' 

\vas  cured,  the  callous  edges  of  the  ulcer  dif¬ 
appeared. 
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appeared,  and  it  became  perfe&Iy  clean  on  its 
furface.  I  then  apply ’d  the  balfamic  mercurial 
ointment  to  it,  and  in  14  days  he  left  Vienna 
perfectly  cured. 

During  the  whole  time  that  he  took  fix 
drachms  of  this  gummy  mercurial,  he  had  not 
the  lead  fign  of  falivation.  * 

Observation  IV. 

'  —  C  *  V*  ^  V  •  >  fc.  *  f  i.  •  , 

•  % 

A  man,  aged  28,  of  an  emaciated  habit, 
who  had  been  for  more  than  a  year  troubled 
with  a  dry  fcabby  eruption,  was  at  laft  feized 
with  a  gonorrhoea,  which  he  has  now  had 
feven  months. 

On  the  firft  day  he  was  purged,  on  the  fe^ 
cond  day  he  began  the  balfamic  mercurial  fo- 
lution  (No.  2)  with  the  deco£lion  of  farfapa- 
rilla,  burdock,  and  polypody. 

In  eight  days  neither  the  gonorrhoea  or 
fcabby  eruption  was  changed,  the  urine  only 
flowed  more  copioufly. 

In  other  eight  days  the  running  of  the 
gonorrhoea  was  in  lefs  quantity  and  whiter,  but 
the  eruption  continued  as  before.  I  was  there¬ 
fore  perfuaded  to  wafh  his  extremities  with 
a  vegeto-mineral  water,  compofed  of  one  pound 
of  fountain  water  and  one  drachm  of  the 
acetum  lithargyrii. 


Nor 
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Nor  was  the  fcabby  eruption  changed  for 
eight  days  after,  altho’  the  gonorrhoea  was 
much  diminifhed. 

Therefore  I  employed  for  the  eruption 
the  following  ointment  :  R.  Fulv.  Hel~ 
lebor.  Alb.  Sal.  Ammon.  Cjrud.  a  l],  Ax- 

ung.%Porcin.  |ij.  01.  Rofac.  gutt.  x.  m.  f. 

)  *  \ 

Ung.  to  be  apply’d  to  the  extremities  twice  a 
day,  fometimes  to  one  fcabby  part,  fometime$ 
to  another.  And  thus,  in  the  fpace  of  eight 
days,  by  continuing  the  bajfamic  folution  of 
Mercury,  the  gonorrhoea  was  cured,  aind  in  a 
fhort  time  the  fcabby  eruption  entirely  difap? 
peared. 

This  eruption,  however,  was  not  venereal^ 
but  received  in  fome  other  manner. 

The  good  effe£h  of  the  white  hellebore 
in  the  itch,  which  I  have  frequently  exper 
rienced,  I  owe  to  the  moft  eminent  and  fkilfu{ 

Pr.  Pringle.* 

- 

*»  *•  '  4  >•  * 

4 

Observation  V. 

A  widow,  aged  47,  of  a  thin  habit  of  body, 
was  affli&ed,  for  more  than  two  years,  with  a 
Very  malignant  fluor  albus,  afterwards  with 
the  gout,  head-ach  in  the  night-time,  ulcers  of 
the  throat,  venereal  protuberant  blotches  on 

•t  Obfervat.  on  the  difeafes  of  the  army,  on  the  itch, 

her 
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her  forehead  and  face,  condylomata  about  the 
anus,  the  bones  of  the  nofe  carious,  an  inci¬ 
pient  tophus  of  the  left  elbow,  an  ugly  fcro- 
phulous  fore  in  her  neck,  and  with  all  thefe 
complaints,  ftie  alked  my  advice. 

Having  given  her  a  purge,  the  day  after  fhe 
began  to  take  morning  and  evening  two  fpooiu 
fuls  of  the  balfamic  mercurial  folution,  and  to 
drink  the  dec  o&  ion  of  farfaparilfet  and  hemlock 
w  ith  milk. 

She  walked  her  throat  and  nofe  frequently 
in  the  day  time  with  the  gargarifm  (No.  4.)  ; 
fhe  touched  the  venereal  blotches  of  her  fore¬ 
head  and  face  every  day  with  the  cauftic  folii- 
tion  (No.  3.)  diluted  with  a  good  deal  of  role 
water.  '  ' 

The  venereal  blotches  in  three  days  time, 
were  covered  over5  with  a  cruft,  and  perfe&ly 
dry. 

In  eight  days  the  pains  abated,  the  blotches 
entirely  difappeared,  fo  that  the  fmalleft  veftige 
of  them  did  not  remain. 

The  other  fymptoms  remained  the  fame. 

She  continued  for  fome  days  to  take  the* 
mercurial  folution,  but  being  feized  with  an 
intermittent  fever,  I  omitted  the  folution : 
a  purgative,  and  afterwards  the  Peruvian  bark 
was  prefcribed  for  her,  by  a  very  eminent  phy- 
fician  who  firft  committed  her  to  my  care. 


The 
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^The  fever  ceafed  in  four  days,  the  venereal 
fymptoms  continued  as  before,  except  that  the 
ulcers  in  her  throat  were  better. 

'  ^ 

She  began  again  to  take  the  folution  ;  her 
throat  became  much  better,  her  noftrils  how-> 
ever  were  more  fwelled.,  I  then  ordered  her  to 
draw  up  into  her  nofe,  the  decotftion  of  the 
hemlock  mixed  with  the  mercurial  balfamic 
gargarifm,  and  a  poultice  of  bread  and  milk 
was  externally  applied  to  her  nofe. 

In  four  days  the  fwelling  of  her  nofe  difap- 
peared,  and  there  dropt  from  her  noftrils  a 
large  quantity  of  a  famous  purulent  mat¬ 
ter. 

Eight  days  were  fcarcely  elapfed,  when  fhe 
was  feized  with  a  very  irregular  intermittent 
fever. 

She  then  abftained  from  every  mercurial,  and 
after  being  purged,  fhe  repeated  the  ufe  of  the 
bark;  the  fever  difappeared  in  fourteen  days,* 

*  The  very  eminent  Petit,  the  father,  is  of  opinion 
that  a  quartan  fever  is  fomeumes  a  fympton  of  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe,  and  therefore  he  cures  quartan  fevers  by  fali- 
vation,  in  thofe  perfons  who  many  )ears  before  have  had 
venereal  fymptoms,  and  even  fome  after  they  have  refilled 
febrifuge  medicines.  Memoir,  de  l'Acad.  Royaie  de  Chi- 
rurgie,  tom.  I.  p.  347,  &c. 

But  V.  Swieten  has  given  us  an  obfervation-  vvhich 
leads  to  a  contrary  opinion  ;  during  the  courfe  of  a  faliva- 
tion,  he  obferved  a  quartan  fever  of  a  regular  type.  Com¬ 
ment.  tom.  I.  p.  10.  I  can  pofitively  affirm  that  I  have 
feen  an  intermittent  fever  brought  on  by  unflion  iii  Vene¬ 
real  patients,  which  could  be  cured  by  no  other  remedy' 
but  the  bark,  and  as  often  as  the'  Mercury  was- repeated, 
fo  often  did  the  fever  return. 


but 
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but  the  venereal  fymptoms  which  yet  remained 
became  much  worfe.  Being  at  lad  free  from 
the  intermittent  fever,  fhe  ufed,  for  three 
weeks,  tbefolution  and  other  remedies,  fo  that 
the  pains,  head-ach,  tophus,  and  fcrophula, 
entirely  difappeared. 

The  fluo'r  albus  rerhained,  but  lefs  violent 
and  whiter,  the  carioufnefs  about  the  nofe  and 
the  condylomata  about  the  anus  were  not  gone. 

The  condylomata  were  touched  with  the 
cauftic  folution  ;  they  became  immediately 
fmaller;  a  cruft  was  formed.  'The  other 
ineans  are  continued,  and  I  hope  I  am  about 
•to  effe<6b  the  cure. 

Observation  VI; 

A  man  aged  45,  of  a  thin  habit,  has  been 
for  9  years  fo  afflicted  with  repeated  gonor¬ 
rhoeas,  that  he  has  been  fcarce  eight  days 
without  this  troublefome  running;  the  fluid 
difcharged  at  the  time  he  began  my  me¬ 
dicine  was  thin  and  yellow,  he  has  an  itching 
in  the  middle  of  his  urethra,  and  while  he 
makes  urine  he  feels  a  very  troublefome  ten- 
fion,  and  has  a  very  painful  chordee ;  I  ad- 
vifed  him  not  to  truft  to  a  cure  which  was 
promifed  to  him  by  a  quack,  by  ufing  a  fecret 
med ic  i  n e  by  i  nj e  61  ion . 

;  ''v  E  ,  The 
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The  next  day  he  took  a  purge,  and  the? 
day  after  I  fufpedted  that  there  was  an  abcefs 
in  his  urethra,  I  therefore  introduced  a 
bougee  covered  over  with  the  balfam  of 
arcacus. 

On  the  third  day,  when  I  fry’d  to  Introduce 
a  new  bougee,  there  was  fuddenly  felt  a  pain 
in  the  middle  of  the  urethra,  and  there  was 
a  greater  quantity  of  yellow  pus,  mixed  with 
fome  drops  of  blood  fuddenly  difcharged, 
which  might  have  filled  a  tea-fpoon. 

He  took  for  eight  days  morning  aild  even¬ 
ing  two  fpoonfulls  of  iiiy  balfamic  mercurial 
folution  ;  for  his  ordinary  drink,  he  drank 
twice  a  day  a  deco&ion  of  farfaparilla  and  hem¬ 
lock  with  milk  ;  for  half  an  hour  he  intro¬ 
duced  a  bougee  covered  over  with  the  bal- 
famic  mercurial  ointment. 

During  almoft  eight  days,  the  running  of 
the  gonorrhoea  was  very  copious. 

In  other  eight  days  the  flow  was  lefs,  and, 
the  colour  was  whiter. 

He  continued  for  fome  time  in  this  method, 
and  at  la  ft  dry  *  bougees  were  introduced  ; 
the  running  by  degrees  ceas'd  altogether,  fo 
that,  on  the  thirtieth  day  from  the  beginning 
of  the  cure,  he  went  away  from  Vienna  per- 

*  For  the  compofnion  of  the  bougees,  you  may  confult 
the  ehirurgical  works  of  the  moil  ikilful  and  excellent 
Goulard,  written  in  French,  Tom,  II.  which  book  can¬ 
not  be  fufficiently  admired, 

fedfly 
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fe$ly  well  5  and  promi  fed  to  write  to  me  if 
he  had  any  relapfe  of  his  ailment.  During 
the  whole  cure  there  was  no  fymptom  of  fa- 
livation. 

Observa  tion  VII. 

A  man  aged  36,  of  a  fanguincous  habit,  for 
more  than  5  years  had  been  affedled  repeatedly 
with  gonorrhoeas  -9  he  had  fometimes  alfo  ul¬ 
cerations  both  on  his  prepuce  and  glans,  and 
one  large  condyloma  on  the  glans. 

After  giving  a  purgative,  on  the  following 
day  he  took  the  mercurial  balfamic  lolution. 
The  ulcers  were  dreffed  with  the  mercurial 
ointment.  The  condyloma  was  twice  every 
day  touched  with  the  cauftic  folution. 

On  the  firft  days  the  ulcers  became  larger, 
and  more  fuppurating :  on  the  eighth  day  they 
were  perfe&ly  cured:  on  the  thirteenth  day 
the  condyloma  was  perfe&ly  dry. 

The  running  of  the  gonorrhoea  was  lefs  in 
quantity,  and  I  introduced  a  bougee  covered 
over  with  mercurial  ointment. 

He  was  thus  entirely  cured  in  four  weeks, 
nor  was  there,  during  the  cure,  the  lead:  fign  of 
a  falivation. 

E  2  Q  JBr 
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Observation  VIII. 

*  'f  >  i 

A  man  aged  28,  of  a  thin  habit  of  body, 
contracted  pains  in  the  joints  by  a  gonerrhsea 
that  had  been  ffopt  three  years  ago,  at  laft 
the  glands  of  his  neck  became  fcrophulous,  and 
he  had  feven  broad  deep  ulcers  in  his  throat, 
when  he  committed  himfelf  to  my  care. 

On  the  firfl  day  he  was  purged,  on  the  next 
day  I  ordered  him  to  take  two  fpoonfuls  of  the 
fimple  folution  morning  and  evening,  and  for 
his  ordinary  drink  he  had  a  decodfion  of  far- 
faparilla,  hemlock,  and  the  peroral  fpecies 
with  milk. 

On  the  fourth  day  a  gentle  falivation  began ; 
however,  the  fluid,  difcharged,  was  more  gluti¬ 
nous  than  the  falivary,  but  during  it,  the  ulcers 
of  the  throat  became  very  foul,  on  which  ac¬ 
count  they  were  touched  twice  a  day  with  a 
feather  dipt  in  honey  of  rofes,  which  was  mix¬ 
ed  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  Egyptiac  ointment^ 
he  frequently  wafhes  his  mouth,  and  injeefs 
into  his  throat  a  balfamic  gargarifm  prepared 
without  the  gummy  mercurial:  he  was  ordered 
to  take  one  fpoonful  of  the  mercurial  folution 
morning  and  evening. 

The  falivation  thus  continued  untill  the  fe- 
venth  day,  but  was  very  gentle,  attended  with 
neither  inflammation  of  the  gums  or  loofening 

of 
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pf  the  teeth ;  three,  and  fometimes  four  ounces  « 
were  chfcharged  in  a  day,  the  ulcers  became 
daily  cleaner  and  fmaller.  What  feemed  to 
me  furprizing,  was  that  at  laft  the  falivation 
ceafed  even  under  the  continuance  of  the  foiu- 
tion ;  and  although  again,  morningand  evening, 
two  fpoonfuls  of  the  folution  were  taken,  yet 
during  the  reft  of  the  cure  there  was  no  farther 
lign  of  falivation. 

By  the  fixteenth  day  all  the  feven  ulcers  of 
the  throat  were  perfectly  cured,  the  pains  were 
entirely  gone,  and  he  refted  well  in  the  night  * 
time.  But,  contrary  to  my  inclination,  one  of 
the  fcrophulous  glands  was  by  a  quack  eroded 
and  ulcerated  by  means  of  a  blifter.  I  then  or¬ 
dered  that  the  open  fore,  which  was  as  yet  ve¬ 
ry  hard  about  the  edges,  might  be  drefted  with 
balfamic  ointment  mixed  with  the  gummy 
mercurial.  The  other  glands  were  rubbed 
with  my  mercurial  cerate,  and  afterwards  co¬ 
vered  over  with  a  plaifter. 

Then  in  eight  days  all  the  fcrophulous  glands 
diiappeared,  and  the, open  ulcer  was  healed. 

It  may  be  alked  whether  the  falivation  was 
in  this  cafe  produced  by  my  mercurial  prepa¬ 
ration,  or  by  the  former  Mercury  which 
might  be  ftiil  in  the  body  ?  In  the  feven  firft 
pbfervations  there  was  no  fign  of  a  falivation  > 
and  befides,  this  falivation  only  lafted  for  feven 
days,  nor  did  it  continue  although  the  dofe  of 

the 
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the  gummy,  mercurial  was  encreafed,  which 
was  repeated  even  for  three  weeks. 

Befldes  this  man  had  been  taking  a  variety 
of  mercurial  preparations  for  many  years,  and 
not  long  before  my  cure  he  had  been  uflng  it 
by  friction,  fo  as  even  to  have  a  fajivation 
excited,  and  that  without  effecting  a  cure. 

From  the  following  obfervations  I  learn  that 
a  falivation  may  be  excited  in  thofe  perfons* 
who  immediately  before  the  ufe  of  my  mercu¬ 
rial,  or  during  its  ufe,  have  taken  other  mer- 
*  curials  internally,  or  applied  them  externally. 
I  have  feen  this  happen  from  the  emplaftruiji 
Vigonis,  Neopolitan  ointment,  calomel,  and  a 
folution  of  corroflve  fublimate  in  fpirit.  The 
gummy  mercurial  feems  to  accommodate  it- 
felf  fo  well  to  the  falivary  glands,  that  any 
other  mercurial,  taken  either  before  or  during 
the  ufe  of  this  mercurial,  more  readily  brings 
about  a  falivation. 

4  h 

.1  {  J 

Observation  IX. 

4  *  t  •  « 

A  girl  8  years  of  age,  of  a  fanguineous  tem¬ 
perament,  had  for  more  than  half  a  year,  the 
labia  vulvx,  the  perinxum,  and  the  whole 
circumference  of  the  anus  covered  over  with 
fmall  condylomata  $  lhe  had  likewife  a  very 
foetid  fluor  albus. 


The 
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The  firft  pafiages  being  cleans’d,  the  began 
lo  take  the  balfamic  mercurial  folution,  and 
the  condylomatous  crufts  were  touched  twice 
a  day  with  the  cauftic  folution,  fo  that  in 
three  weeks  they  difappeared,  and  on  the 
fourth  week  the  fluor  albus  was  cured. 

She  had,  however,  a  very  troublefome 
itching  of  the  vagina  after  the  condylomata 
were  cured,  while  the  fluor-albus  continued. 
In  three  days  the  itching  went  off,  by  anointing 
the  vagina  with  the  mucous  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment,  and  three  times  bathing  in  the  water  of 
the  Danube. 


Observation  X. 


Aman,  aged  35,  twelve  years  ago,  having  & 
venereal  bubo  which  went  oft  by  refolution, 
was  feized  with  violent  pains  in  his  joints,  which 
were  treated  by  a  variety  of  mercurial  prepa¬ 
rations  :  they  were  leftened  by  thefe  means,  but 
never  entirely  cured  ;  and  now  he  has  for  fix 
years  lived  perpetually  aftedted  with  thefe 
pains,  and  laft  year  a  venereal  gummi  arofe 
from  the  feventh  true  rib  of  his  left  fide, 
which,  by  degrees,  ulcerating,  gave  out  a 
large  quantity  of  famous  pus :  it  was  treated 
with  exficcants,  and  partly  for  the  cure  of  the 
pains,  and  partly  for  that  of  the  gummi  fore, 

Ba- 


C  32  ] 

Baden  bath  was  ordered  for  the  patient  * 
he  began  the  ufe  of  this  bath,  but  while  he 
was  in  it  the  third  time,  he  was  fei^ed  with 
a  palfy  in  one  fide,  therefore  he  returned  to 
Vienna. 

The  pains  were  fo  violent,  that,  altho’  he 
had  loft  the  motion  of  one  fide,  he  loudly 
complained  of  them.  , 

The  patient  was  found  in  this  fituation  by  a 
very  eminent  furgeon,  who  ftiewed  him  to  me, 
and  then,  by  the  advice  of  a  very  fkilful  phy* 
fician,  my  gummy  mercurial  was  prefcribed 
for  him,  with  the  deco<ftion  of  farfaparilla  and 
milk  ;  the  ulcerated  tumor  was  drefted  with 
the  balfamic  mercurial  ointment. 

On  the  third  day  the  patient  could  move  his 
fingers  more  eafily,  and  with  lefs  pain ;  the 
ulcerated  tumor  on  the  rib  began  to  difcharge 
more  pus. 

1 

On  the  14th  day  the  gummi  was  refolved 
and  cured  :  the  venereal  pains  and  palfy  dif- 
appeared  in  four  weeks.  A  fciatic  pain,  how¬ 
ever,  ftiil  continued,  for  the  cure  of  which  a 
very  eminent  phy fician  prefcribed  pills  pre¬ 
pared  from  the  gummy  mercurial,  hemlock 
and  camphor,  and  in  three  days  after  the  pain 
entirely  left  him. 
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OBSERVATION  XL 

A  girl,  aged  23,  had  for  fix  months,  venerea! 

1 s  \ 

'  fcabs,  and  condylomatous  criftae  on  the  ba9.lt 
part  of  the  neck,  the  cheeks,  and  hands ;  had 
Kkewife  a  fhior  albus,  violent  rheumatic  and 
arthritic  pains,  efpecially  in  the  night  time  ; 
a  large  tophus  alfo  occupied  the  right  tibia. 

In  fourteen  days  the  fcabs  and  condylomata 
were  much  mended,  by  the  life  alone  of  the 
gummy  mercurial  and  the  far fapar ilia,  and  at 
the  fame  time  all  the  pains  left  her.  There 
were  no  figns  of  falivation.  The  empladrum 
Yigonis  was  from  this  time  apply ’d  to  the  to¬ 
phus,  whofe  height  was  fomewhat  lefs  than  half 
an  inch.  In  fix  days  after,  the  girl  perceived  a 
falivation,  and  felt  a  difficulty  in  fwallowing. 
A  purge  was  ordered  her,  and  her  throat  was 
Waihed  with  the  vegeto-mineral  water,  fo  that 
rn  three  days,  the  plaider  and  gummy  mercu¬ 
rial  being  omitted,  this  gentle  falivation  entire¬ 
ly  ceafed. 

Some  time  after,  fhe  began  again  to  take  the 
folution,  and  without  perceiving  any  faliva* 
tion,  fhe  was  per fc£tly  cured.  This,  however, 
is  fur-prizing,  that  during  the  ufe  of  this  reme- 
dy  a  new  tophusappeared  in  the  left  tibia,  and 
which,  after  fpm.e  days,  entirely  went  off. 

4  \ L  '  *  J  •*  U  j 
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Observation  XII. 

A  child  of  a  year  and  a  half  old,  whofe 
parents  were  not  venereal,  had,  for  half  a  year, 
condylomata  about  the  anus,  rli3gades,  and 
finall  ulcers  in  the  angles  of  the  mouth. 

*  r  '  •  g 

The  parents  believed  that  there  was  a  vene¬ 
real  infection  communicated  to  the  child,  by 
cloths  which  had  been  ufed  by  others  who  had 
this  difeafe. 

An  eminent  phyfician,  after  giving  a  gentle 
purgative,  preferibed  half  a  drachm  of  the 
gummy  mercurial,  minutely  divided  in  two 
ounces  of  the  fyrup  of  violets,  diluted  with 

one  ounce  of  the  water  of  fumatory. 

* 

A  teafpoonful  of  this  fyrup  morning  and  even 
ing,  was  given  to  the  child,  with  the  decodlion 
of  farfaparilla.  The  condylomata  were  touched 
twice  with  the  Gauftic  folution,  diluted  in  rofe 
water,  and  immediately  after,  the  ointment  was 
apply 'd  to  them.  The  ulcerated  angles  of  the 
mouth  were  twice  a  day  dreffed  with  the  mer¬ 
curial  balfamic  ointment. 

By  this  means  the  child  flept  well  on  the 
fourth  night,  who,  for  fome  months  before, 
had  very  reftlefs  nights  ;  the  angles  of  the 
mouth  were  for  two  days  rather  more  ulcerated 
then  they  became  cleaner,  and  on  the  tenth 
day  were  perfeftly  cured. 


The 


[  35  ] 

The  condylomata  were  perfectly  dry  on  the 
twenty-third  day  •  the  child  became  well,  and 
there  was  no  fignof  afalivation. 

I  might  to  thefe  have  added  many  other 
obfervations,  by  which  the  fuccefsful  and  ex¬ 
peditious  effects  arifmg  from  the  ufe  of  this 
mercurial  were  farther  proved,  but  I  choofe  to 
pafs  them  over,  as  of  lefs  moment,  nor  were 
the  difeafes  fo  violent  as  thofe  already  men¬ 
tioned,  and  more  efpeciallv,  as  I  ihall  give 
fuch  other  practical  remarks  as  on  a  future 
occafion  may  prove  worthy  of  notice. 

In  fail,  I  expert  every  day  to  experience 
the  good  effe<51s  of  it,  and  more  efpecially  as  I 
now  underfland  that  this  preparation  is 
frequently  preferib’d  for  the  fick  by  the 
mod  eminent  phyficians  of  this  city  ;  and 
what  more  directly  confirms  me  in  this  opi¬ 
nion,  is  a  friendly  letter  I  have  received  from 
Mederer,  furgeon  to  a  regiment  of  Daniili 
curaffiers,*  who  attefts  the  great  fuccefs  of 
this  remedy  in  a  variety  of  cafes. 

In  almoft  all  thofe  that  ufed  this  remedy,  I 
obterved  a  greater  fecretion  of  urine,  which 

i 

*  I  have  try’d  quickfilver  twice  mix’d  with  water, 
agreeable  to  the  art  found  out  by  you  ;  and  the  furgeon 
general,  Mr.  Zierzon,  at  Arad,  has  try’d  it  above  thirty 
times.  The  good  fuccefs  arifmg  from  it  has  occasioned 
its  ufe  at  the  hofpital  of  Temefvar,  of  which  I  will  after¬ 
wards  give  you  a  particular  account,  &c. — [tranllated  from 
the  German.] 

Siclo,  near  Arad,  iftofAuguft.  Mederer. 

flowed 
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flowed  not  only  in  .larger  quantity  *  fcut  was 

* 

jmucous  and  foetid.  ‘  ■ 

Infoine,  however,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  days, 
there  was  relief  from  a  fpontaneous  difcharge  by 
fweating,  in  none,  however,  did  a  diarrhea  orfa- 
liyation  come  on,  unlefs  when  other  mercurial 
preparations  had  intervened.  The  belly  of  all  of 
them  was  regular,  and  even  in  thofe  who  were 
otherways  coftive.. 

In  forne  a  fluor  albus,  in  others  a  gonorrhara 
was  brought  on  again  for  a  few  days.  • 

I  have  perceived  nothing  peculiar  occur  in 
indurated  old  buboes.  I  have  feen  tumors  of 
this  kind  rendered  fofter  by  the  external  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  mercurial-  ointment,  and  the  in¬ 
ternal  ufe  of  my  gummy  mercurial,  but  have 
is  yet  never  been  able  to  effe£l  a  perfe&  reso¬ 
lution  ;  nor  will  that  leem  furprizing  fince  it  i$ 
obvious  to  every  one,  how  obftinate  thefe  in¬ 
durations  are,  and  how  long  they  refill  medi¬ 
cines  of  the  greatefl:  efficacy. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 

it 

Conclufiions  relating  to  the  venereal 
Difeale,  drawn  partly  from  the 
obfervations .  already  made,  and 
partly  from  thofe  of  others. 

WHETHER  is  not  my  method  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  upon  an  accurate  comparifon  of 
of  it  with  others  in  ufe  ?  -  • 

At  prefent  there  are  three  different  methods 
of  giving  Mercury.  ' 

n  ,  -  r  ♦  'P 

Some  apply  Mercury  externally  in  thefofm 
of  un£fion,  fo  as  to  bring  on  a  falivation,  and 
by  thus  faliyating  their  patients  for  forne  weeks, 
attempt  to  cure  the  difeafe. 

Others  apply  it  externally  in  a  very  fmall 
quantity,  and  by  the  interpofitioh  of  purga¬ 
tives,  prevent  a  falivation. 

Others,  again,  life  a  variety  of  mercurial 
preparations  which  ^re  taken  internally. 

From  pathology  we  learn  that  five  Postu¬ 
lat  a  are  required  before  the  venereal  virus  can 
be  perfectly  deftroyed  by  Mercury. 

i.  That  fo  much  Mercury  be  taken  into 
the  body,  as  is  neceffary  for  overcoming  and 
deftroying  the  venereal  virus  that  exifts  in 
it. 


7.  That 
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2.  That  the  Mercury  flows  freely  through 
all  the  fmall  veflels  of  our  fy  ftem. 

3.  That  it  impregnates  every  particle  of  our 
fluids. 

4.  That  it  remains  united  with  our  fluids 
for  fome  length  of  time,  and  frequently  circu¬ 
lates  with  them. 

■*  '  * 

5.  That  at  Jaft  the  virus  along  with  the 

Mercury  be  conveniently  evacuated  by  natu¬ 
ral  excretions.  •  ~  , 

I  fhall  now  in  a  few  words  enquire,  whether 
the  firft,  fecond,  and  third  methods  are  fuffi^ 
cient  for  thefe  purpofes  ?  or  whether  my  me¬ 
thod  be  preferable  to  them  ? 

In  a  mercurial  falivation  the  Mercury  is  ve¬ 
ry  thoroughly  and  copioufly  blended  with  our 

fluids,  but  that  it  is  generally  difcharged  put  of 

•»  >  * 

the  body  on  the  firft  days,  appears  from  this 
that  a  piece  of  gold  held  in  the  mouth  then  be¬ 
comes  white  ;  though  afterwards,  unlefs  a  frefh 
quantity  of  Mercury  is  taken  in,  the  faliva.  has 
no  fuch  efledf ;  a  fure  proof  that  all  the  Mer¬ 
cury  is  evacuated  from  the  fyftem*.  This 
feems  to  me  to  be  the  reafon,  why  many  by 
repeated  falivation  have  not  been  cured  of  the 
venereal  difcafe,  efpecially  thofe  who  had  a  fa¬ 
livation  foon  excited  in  them  after  the  fecond 
or  third  anointing,  by  which  the  Mercury 
was  too  foon  evacuated  out  of  the  body. 

*  Illuftr.  Von  Rofenftein  Abbandlung  von  denen  Kin-r 
derkrankheiten,  C.  de  Lue  Venerea. 

Befides 
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Befides,  a  falivation  is  very  inconveniens, 
is  dangerous,  does  not  give  a  certain 
cure,  is  not  critical,  nor  can  it  be  excited 
in  every  Subject, nor  is  it  necefiary  in  any. 

All  this  may  be  demonft  rated  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Manner  ;  ••  1 

The  Inc  on  veniencies  arifing  from  it  appear 
of  themfelves,  when  we  confider  the  tediouf- 

j  *  •  f  '  k  , 

ncfs  of  the  application  of  the  undlion,  the  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  throat  that  frequently  attends 
it,  the  fever  that  is  always  prefent,  a  necefiary 

SbAinence  from  almoft  all  kinds  of  food, 

.  >  # 
an  uninterrupted  difcharge  of  faliva  for  fix 

or  more  weeks,  a  continual  fear  of  fuffo- 
cation  upon  the  leafl  expofure  to  cold,  trou- 
blefome  exulcerations  of  the  throat,  a  flinking 
breath,  and  finally  the  body  emaciated  after  the 
cure.  I  Shall  fay  nothing  of  the  confe- 
quences  arifing  from  a  conflant  confinement, 
at  home,  from  the  putrid  atmofphere 
that  conflantly  furrounds  him  in  his  cham¬ 
ber,  and  befides  of  his  being  deprived  of  the 
company  of  his  friends.  Nor  need  I'  add 
more  fince  *  Van  Svvieten,  has  with  fo 

H ..  i  — .  .  *  *  1  f  »  • 

much  clearnefs  pointed  out  the  inconve- 

•  ,  9  '  ■  •  ■  ’  •  *  *  -*-* 

mences  arifing  from  a  falivation. 

*  T  -  <  .  ’  ,  (  y  *  f  S'1  r4 

But  a  falivation  is  likewife  a  dangerous 

-A  ..  ."  F  »  .. 

practice,  for  the  famous  Astruc  '•f*  attefls 

i  r.l  rx'havih.'  TnU.vs 

*  Comment.  T.  i.  §  135.  p.  206.  207. 
f  In  his  book  on  the  venereal  difeafe.  1  •  ’ 

>  _  I  •  -  that 
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that  there  frequently  fupervene,  violent  Fe¬ 
vers,  Diarrheea,  Dyfentery,  Hsemoptoe,  an  im- 
mobility  of  the  jaws,  and  likewife  a  fuffo- 
Cation,  and  that  too:  when  the  falivation  has 
been  moft  properly  conduced  ;  and  after 
him  the  moft  fkilful  jLocHER  tells  us  the 
lame. 

That  falivationis  not  a  certain  method 
of  curing,  appears  from  this,  that  there 
are  many  inftances  of  patients,  whofe  venereal 
complaints  have  returned  after  a  fir  ft  and  fe- 
cond  falivation  had  been  properly  concluded. 
Befldes  Astrtic  himfelf  very  candidly  ac¬ 
knowledges,  that  neither  gonorrhoeas,  con¬ 
dylomata,  fiftuli  or  pains  in  the  bones,  ex- 
oftofis,  feirrhus,  caries,  rhagades,  obftinate 
ulcers,  herpetes,  lichenes,  gummata,  or  can¬ 
cers  can  be  cured  by  a  falivation,  altho*  moft 
Skilfully  managed.** 

Nor  is  falivation  a  critical  difeharge,  for 
we  have  no  obfervation  to  prove  that  a  faliva¬ 
tion  coming  of  its  own  accord  ever  cured 

c*  .  i  .  »  • 

the  venereal  difeafe.  Befides  there  are^  many 
obfervations,  which  prove  that  thofe  infeded 
with  the  venereal  difeafe,  have  been  radically 
cured  without  any  falivation  whatfoever.  And 
the  moft  healthy  perfon  by  taking  Mercury, 
will  have  that  fastor  in  his  faliva,  which 
attends  falivation  in  the  venereal  difeafe. 

J  Maximil.  L<*cher>  Obfervat.  pra&tcac  circa  Luem. 
p.  tp  *  L.  c.  a.  pag.  427,  ad  p.  453. 
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Nor  is  it  necessary  for  the  cure  of  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe  ;  for  there  are  many  examples 
Of  people  who  have  been  violently  poxed,  and 
yet  have  been  thoroughly  ctired  without  fali- 
ration. 

Since  then  it  may  b£  demonflrated  by  ex¬ 
periments  that  Mercury  cures  the  venereal  dif¬ 
eafe,  only  by  deftroying  the  virus,  it  will  eafily 
appear  that  falivation  is  by  no  means  neceflary 
for  that  purpofe.' 

Arid  Mercury,  together  with  the  venereal 
Virus j  may  be  more  conveniently  and  more 
eafily  evacuated  by  the  ordinary  excretions  of 
fweat,  tfooiy  arid  urine. 

Since  my  method  hai  neither  the  inconve- 
riiencies  nor  dangers  of  the  faiivatirig  one» 
attending  it,  fince  it  is  more  certain,  and 
fince  it  can  be  employed  rn  every  cafe,  it 
eafily  appears  how  preferable  it  is  to  that  of  fa¬ 
livation. 

We  fhall  proceed  to  the  other  method. 

Chicoyneau  arid  Hagenot,  two  ver/ 
eminent  men,  to  avoid  the  inconveniencies’ 
and  danger  attending  a  falivation,  applied  ex¬ 
ternally  the  mercurial  ointment  in  fmall  quan¬ 
tities  ;  and,  that  they  might  prevent  falivatiom 
they  interpofed  the  life  of  purgatives. 

But  even  by  this  method,  Mercury,  contra¬ 
ry  to  expectation,  although  rubbed  in  fmall 

*  . 

quantity,  brought  on  a  falivation  that  was  with 

g  aim.- 
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difficulty  retrained  ;  and  befldes  the  pra&ice 
was  very  inconvenient,  for  I  could  frequently 
perceive  that  the  cure  was  both  flow  and  im¬ 
perfect,  from  the  Mercury  being  fo  fuddenly 
difcharged  out  of  the  body  by  the  purga¬ 
tive. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  third  method. 

■1 

Among  all  the  mercurial  preparations,  ca¬ 
lomel,  fublimate  corroflve,  red  precipitate, 
and  the  various  panacea  are  to  be  taken  notice 
of ;  but  all  thefe  are  either  acrid  or  poifonous, 
and  therefore  neither  can,  or  ought  to  be 
given  in  large  dofes,  and  when  given  in  final! 
dofes,  they  operate  but  flowly  in  dCftroying 
the  venereal  poifon,  from  the  fmall  quantity 
of  Mercury  they  contain. 

Among  thefe,  the  fublimate  corroflve  alone, 
as  diflolved  in  fpirit,  is  found  the  moft  effica¬ 
cious  ;  for  its  acrimony  and  poifonous  nature 
is  covered  by  the  oil  in  the  fpirit,  and  when 
given  properly  with  a  demulcent  decodlion,  it 
very  feldom  excites  a  falivation  ;  the  naufeous 
tafte  of  the  fpirit  may  be  corrected  by  a  fyrup, 
and  for  more  weakly  perfons  it  may  be  pre¬ 
fer  ibed  diluted  with  water  $  and  we  mofl:  cer¬ 
tainly  learn  from  the  experiments  of  Locher, 
and  other  .very  eminent  perfons,  that  in  thou- 
fands  of  cafes,  this  remedy  has  been  attended 
with  remarkable  good  eflfe&s,  when  given  pru¬ 
dently,  and  continued  for  a  length  of  time,and 
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'as  I  myfelf,  for  more  than  five  or  fix  years* 
during  the  laft  war,  found  from  my  regimen¬ 
tal  pra&ice. 

I  fhall  not  enquire  into  the  other  methods  of 
giving  Mercury,  becaufe  they  are  without 

efficacy,  or  exploded  from  practice. - Thus 

aethiops  and  cinnabar,  fo  much  recommended 
by  Boerraave*  internally  in  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  are  found  to  have  no  efficacy. 
—  Thus  fome  join  quickfiiver  with  purga¬ 
tives,  others  with  balfam  of  Peru,  turpentine, 
camphor,  and  fugar  ;  by  thefe  various  addi¬ 
tions,  the  evacuating  power  of  Mercury  is 
encreafed,  it  is  too  foon  difcharged  by  fiool, 
urine,  or  fweat,  nor  do  thefe  additions,  even 
when  frequently  repeated,  refirain  falivation, 
nay  even  by  thefe  means  Mercury  directs  its 
courfe  fooner  to  this  excretory. 

From  all  thefe  circumftances  it  will  appear 
that  the  gummy  mercurial  is  to  be  preferred 
to  all  the  other  preparations  hitherto  known  ; 
becaufe,  during  its  ufe,  the  inconvenience 
and  dangers  of  a  falivation  are  never,  or  but 
very  feldom  to  be  apprehended,  becaufe  it  can 
be  taken  fafely  into  our  fyftem  in  very  large 
and  fufficient  dofes,  becaufe  it  circulates  readily 
with  our  fluids,  becaufe  it  operates  fooner  up¬ 
on  the  venereal  poifon,  and  may  be  fafely  em¬ 
ployed  in  every  cafe  whatfoever. 

*  Chem.  T.  II.  p.  432,  and  T.  I.  p.  578. 
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It  may  be  proper  to  join  the  following  corolr 
larys  to  thofe  conclufions  already  drawn  : 

1.  Mercury  alone  is  fufficient  for  deftroying 
venereal  poifon. 

2.  Mercury,  when  topically  applied  to  ve¬ 
nereal  parts,  ads  fooner  and  more  certainly  on 
the  poifon  which  topically  exifts  in  that  part 
to  which  it  is  applied. 

3.  Therefore  Mercury  ought  to  be  ufed 
both  internally  and  externally  at  the  fame 
time. 

4.  Mercury  more  efpecially  deftroys  the 
venereal  virus  in  the  folids  of  our  body,  and 
not  the  effeds  arifing  from  fuch  a  virus.  The 

*  1 

difeafes  that  remain  after  falivation  fufficiently 
prove  this. 

5.  Therefore,  during  apd  after  the  ufe  of 
Mercury,  other  remedies  are  indicated,  apd, 
ought  to  be  prescribed  for  venereal  patients,  ac- 
cording  to  the  variety  of  their  fymptoms. 

Hence  no  one  ought  to  cenfure  me,  becaufc? 
according  to  circumftances,  I  frequently  joined 
other  medicines  to  the  mercurial ;  but  I  will 
communicate  the  fpecific  cure  of  every  vene¬ 
real  diforder  in  another  work. 


CHAP. 
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C  II  A  P.  IV.  ' 

*• 

A  new  theory  of  the  a&ion  of  Mer¬ 
cury  on  the  falivary  glands, 

OF  ALL  THE  ANIMAL  FLUIDS  MeR- 
CURY  HAS  THE  GREATEST  AFFI 
NITY  WITH  MUCUS. 

Experiments  i,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  evidently  ihew, 
that  Mercury  is  very  eafily  extinguished  by 
it,  and  that  it  afterwards  remains  extinguished 
altho’  diluted  with  water,  and  kept  for  Some 
months ;  nor  does  the  fame  fucceed  with  blood, 
ferum,  the  yolk,  white  of  an  egg,  or  ani¬ 
mal  gluten. 

Mercury,  when  extinguished  by 

GUM  ARABIC,  IS  SIMILAR  TO  THAT 
WHICH  IS  EFFECTED  BY  UNITING  IT 
WITH  ANIMAL  MUCILAGE,  AND  BY 
MEANS  OF  THIS  MENSTRUUM  IT  MAY 
BE  VERY  READILY  MIXFD  WITH  THE 
OTHER  FLUIDS  OF  OUR  BODY.  ThlS  is 

proved  by  Experiment  8. 

Mercury,  when  taken  by  the 

MOUTH,  OR  WHEN  ABSORBED  INTO 
THE  BLOOD,  BY  BEING  EXTERNALLY 
APPLIED,  FIRST  OF  ALL  MEETS  WITH 
MUCUS  IN  THE  THROAT. 

For  being  thrown  out  by  the  aorta  into  the 
carotids,  it  meets  with  no  mucous  glands,  but 
in  the  throat  and  cavities  of  the  nofe  ;  being 
carried  here,  it  joins  itfelf  to  the  mucus  by  the 

prin- 
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principle  of  affinity  and  adheflon,  and  is  re¬ 
tained  in  thefe  glands,  which  it  would  pafs,  if 
the  attra£Hon  of  the  mucus  did  not  prevent  it. 

Hence  it  is  underflood,  why  there  is  a  con- 
geftion  of  fluids  and  tumor  in  the  throat  before 
a  falivation.  And  it  is  evident  that  this  by  no 
means  proceeds  from  the  circulation  alone,  or 
the  impetus  arifing  from  the  quickfilver,  but 
the  reafon  why  the  Mercury  adheres  to  thefe 
organs  is  to  be  fought  for  in  the  Angular  affini¬ 
ty  which  it  has  with  mucus. 

This  being  firft  neceflarily  explained,  I  fhall 
now  mention  feme  other  circumftances,  that  we 
may  underfland  the  theory  of  falivation. 

All  the  secretory  system  pos¬ 
sess  A  SPECIFIC  IRRITABILITY,  BY 
WHICH  MEANS  THEY  ARE  NOT  EX^ 
CITED  INTO  GENERAL  ACTION  BY 
EVERY  STIMULUS,  BUT  ONLY  BY  SOME 
PARTICULAR  ONES. 

This  is  proved  by  many  obfervations,  and 
may  be  taken  as  a  truth.  Thus  cantharides 
more  efpeeially  ftimulates  the  urinary  parts, 
and  thofe  of  generation  ;  emetics  the  flomach ; 
purgatives,  although  inje&ed  into  the  veins  of 
a  dog,  or  externally  applied  to  the  abdomen  of 
a  child,  will  flimulate  the  inteflines,  and  bring 
on  Diarrhoea.  The  vapour  from  burning  ful- 
phur  will  irritate  the  nerves  of  the  lungs,  al¬ 
though  it  will  not  eafily  irritate  thenofe.  The 
unfavoury  juice  of  the  beet,  though  void  of 
*  acrimony 


[  47  ] 

acrimony,  will  excite  freezing  •*  a  glaring 
light  will  violently  affedl  the  eye,  which  pro¬ 
duces  no  change  in  the  reft  of  our  body. 

It  is  therefore  not  repugnant 

TO  REASON  TO  SAY,  THAT,  BY  THE 
SAME  LAW,  THE  ORGANS  THAT  SE¬ 
CRETE  MUCUS  AND  SALIVA  ARE  IR¬ 
RITATED  by  Mercury,  as  a  speci¬ 
fic  STIM.ULUS  ;  so  THAT  THE  SECRE¬ 
TION  OF  BOTH  BECOMES  MUCH  GREA¬ 
TER  THAN  IT  WAS  FORMERLY. 

This  opinion,  beftdes  being  founded  upon 
certain  principles,  correfponds  exa&ly  with 
effedls.  I  fee,  however,  an  objection  that  may 
be  offered,  which  is  this ;  that  although  it  be 
allowed  that  Mercury  may  be  united  and  re¬ 
tained  in  the  mucus  of  the  glands  of  the  throat, 
and  affedt  thefe  organs  by  its  ftimulus,  it  does 
not  from  hence  appear,  why  there  is  fo  plenti¬ 
ful  a  difcharge  from  the  falivary  glands,  fince 
Mercury  is  not  fo  eafily  extinguifhed  by  faliva 
as  by  mucus. 

This  objection  may  be  properly  anfwered, 
and  not  from  fancy,  but  from  attending  to  the 
phaenomena  of  nature. 

A  conftderable  flow  of  tears  follow  from 
a  lmall  grain  of  fand,  falling  into  the  eye, 
and  this,  by  irritating  the  lachrymal  gland, 
altho’  the  fand  had  not,  nor  could  ever  have 


*  Cl.  Profefior  Crantz,  Mat.  Med.  T.  i. 
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reached  it.-  A  copious  flow  of  faliva  will 
be  produced,  by  the  application  of  an  a- 
crid  aromatic  fubflance,  to  the  end  of  the 
tongue,  and  thus  the  falivary  glands  are  fti- 
niulated,  altho'  the  flimulus  be  not  applyed 

to  them,  but  to  the  papillan  of  the  tongue. - - 

From  a  naufea  of  the  fiomach,  a  fpitting  is 
brought  on,  altho’  the  caufe  be  in  a  diftant 
part,  and  the  throat  being  irritated  by  a 
feather,  a  large  quantity  of  laliva  will  be 
difeharged.  Altho'  therefore  Mercury  be 
accumulated  more  in  the  mucous  glands  of 
the  throat,  than  in  the  falivary,  yet  the  latter 
may  be  very  powerfully  irritated  by  fympathy, 
fo  that  the  falivary  fecretion  is  even  more  in- 
creafed  than  that  of  mucus. 


Therefore  the  cause  of  a  sa¬ 
livation  from  Mercury,  arises 

FROM  •  ITS  ADHERING  TO  THE  MU¬ 
COUS  GLANDS  OFi  THE  THROAT,  AND 
HENCE  THE  SALIVARY  GLANDS  ARE 
STIMULATED  BY  SYMPATHY. 


Nor  does  it  feem  furprizing,  that  the  faliva¬ 
ry  glands  are  even  irritated  by  bland  Mercury, 
in  its  fimple  flate,  and  not  rendered  acrid  by 
falts ;  for  it  is  not  necelTary,  that  an  irritating 
flimulus  fhould  have  acrimony ;  the  mild 
juice  of  the  beet,  irritates  the  riofe,  and  ex¬ 
cites  violent  fneezing.  Warm  ihfipid  wa¬ 
ter  irritates  the  heart  and  inteftines,  and  .ex¬ 
cites 
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cites  them  into  a<5tion  ;  there  is  likewife  a 
peculiar  irritability  in  different  parts  of  the? 
human  body,  and  there  are  likewife  fpecific 
dimuli,  which  ccrrefpond  to  this. 

M  RCURY  EXTINGUISHED  BY  GUM 
ARABIC  CANNOT  EXERCISE  ITS  SPE¬ 
CIFIC  STIMULUS  ON  THE  SALIVARY 
GLANDS. 

All  the  pradfical  obfervatiorls  related  in 
chap.  2.  prove  this.  I  have  known  fome  per- 
fons  who  were  very  pituitous,  take  a  large 
quantity  of  calomel  without  falivation,  and 
I  have  known  two  others,  who  having  had  fa¬ 
livation  excited  by  other  mercurials,  upon 
the  taking  of  gum  arabic  emulfion,  have  it 
lefTened,  and  at  lad  removed. 

From  whence  we  learn,  how  wonderful 
and  unexpected  properties  arife  from  the 
mixture  of  different  bodies.  A  fimple  mu¬ 
cilage  dedroys  the  fpecific  dimulus  of  Mer¬ 
cury  ;  while  at  the  fame  time,  its  anti-venereal 
virtues  are  preferved  !  Hence  the  illudrious  * 
Van  Swieten  very  properly  prefcribes  for 
thofe  who  take  his  folution  of  fublimate  cor- 
rofive,  a  large  quantity  of  barley  water,  or 
of  fome  fuch  emollient  decodlion.  Thefe 
mucilages  are  the  fitted  for  covering  Mer¬ 
cury,  fo  that  it  may  not  exert  its  dimulus 
on  the  falivary  glands. 

*  In  his'letter  to  CL  Joh.  Benevenut,  inferted  com 
jnent.  de  rebus  in  fcient.  nat.  &  med,  geftb,  T.  v.  p.  717. 

H  '  Mercery 
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Mercury  extinguished  by  mucus 

PASSES  MORE  EASILY  INTOTHE  BLOOD, 
EITHER  BY  THE  PRIMA  VIA),  OR  WHEN 
EXTERNALLY  APPLY  ED,  THAN  CRUDE 

Mercury  not  extinguished. 

For  quickfilver  1  wallowed  in  its  crude 
ftate,  efcapes  through  the  inteflines,  by  its 
weight,  nor  does  it  adhere  to  them,  and, 
although  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  mucus,  in 

'  -v  "  •  J  ... 

the  primae  vix,  yet  Mercury  is  not  fo  well  ex¬ 
tinguished  by  it,  as  to  remain  united  in  the 
manner  it  does,  when  thoroughly  extinguifhect 
by  the  peffle  of  a  mortar  ;  every  body  mud:  al¬ 
low  the  truth  of  this  affiertion.  For  the  particles 
of  Mercury  thus  mutually  attract  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  as  long  as  this  attrition  is  Wronger, 

than  the  attradion  with  the  mucus,  there  will 

/ 

be  no  extiild! ion. 

The  mucous  mercurial  circu¬ 
lates  MORE  EASILY  AND  EQUABLY 
thro’  the  vessels,  than  when 

UNITED  WITH  A  FATTY  OINTMENT. 

Mercury  has  a  lefs  affinity  with  fat,  than 
with  mucus.  *  Hence  frequently  when  Mer¬ 
cury  is  united  with  fat,  it  makes  its  efcape 
from  it  in  the  body,  and  takes  its  courfe  to 
the  glands  of  the  throat,  and  excites  fali- 
Vation;  or  to  the  mucous  glands  of  the  in- 
teftines,  and  excites  diarrhea,  fometimes  to 
r- 1  > 

.  *  Vid.  exp,  6.  &  exp.  15 

-  '*  »  -  ^  *-  •  *% 


the 


[  5t  ,]  '  ,  . 

the  fynoviai  glands  caufing  a  ffiffnefs  of  the 
joints,  more  eijpecially  to  the  knees,  where 
there  are  a  much  greater  number  of  mucous 
glands.  I  have  obferved  that  the  throat,  the 
inteffines,  and  the  joints  are  chiefly  affe<5led 
by  Mercury. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  Mercery  is  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  mucus,  it  readily  mixes  with 
all  the  fluids  of  our  body  :  and,  therefore 
fafely  circulates  with  them,  thro’  r  ail  the  vaf- 
cular  fyffem,  and  is  equally  diftributed  over 
thecwhole  ;  nor  is  there  any  reafbn  for  its  re¬ 
maining  in  the  mucous  glands,  while  it  is  pre- 
vioufly  faturated  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
mucus. 

Hence  likewife  we  underfland  why  the  mu¬ 
cous  mercurial,  even  though  taken  in  large 
quantity,  does  not  falivate,  and  why  its  power 
of  curing  the  venereal  difeafe  is  more  expedi¬ 
tious  than  that  of  all  the  other  mercurial  pre¬ 
parations,  lince  it  is  fo  equably  diffufed  through 
the  whole  mafs  of  blood,  and  can  be  taken  with 
impunity  in  a  larger  dofe  than  any  other.  My 
obfervations,  as  well  as  thofe  of  others,  con¬ 
firm  this. 


But 
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But  how  Mercury  acts  on  the 

VENEREAL  VIRUS,  IN  DESTROYING  IT, 
£10  PERSON  CAN  DETERMINE,  UNLESS 
THE  NATUREOF  THIS  VIRUS  WAS  PER¬ 
FECTLY  KNOWN. 

* 

I  am  willing  to  confefs  my  ignorance  in  this 
matter,  and  what  1  have  advanced  concerning 
the  theory  of  ialivation,  I  mean  to  befubmitted 
to  the  judgment  of  eminent  men,  as  hypothe¬ 
tical  ;  and  it  will  afford  me  pleafure,  if  any  one 
will  find  out  and  demonftrate  a  better  theory 
concerning  the  wonderful  action  of  Mtfrcnry» 

.  3fb  pi  ' 

4  ,  .  . .i.X«  4.J  a.  - j  i  .  iijJLi  / .  ♦  t 


•if 


i  f  \  r  ».  - 

Mercurial 


(  53  ) 

•;!'*'  ".'i  *  »  ■»  *  i  r j  r  ~y  r  »-  - 

»  k  *  >  , 

Mercurial  Formulae. 

No.  I.  SIMPLE  MERCURIAL  SOLUTION. 

R.  Mercurii  vivi  depuratifiimi,  3J. 

Cummi  arabici,  31J . 

terantur  invicem  in  mortario  lapideo,  addito 
medio  cochleari  aquae  furnariae,  donec  mercu¬ 
rius  penitus  difpareat  in  mucum. 

Exadle  fuba&is  admifee  fenfim  conterendo 

-  . 

*  ~  1  •  —  *  *  'j  •  .  , 

Syrupi  kermefini  ?fs. 

t  -  *  • 

Aquje  furnariae  §viij. 

D.  S.  mane  &  vefpere  cochlearia  duo. 

No.  II.  BALSAMIC  MERCURIAL  SOLU- 
.  o  TION. 

R.  Ballami  Copaivae 

Gummi  arabici  ana  ^fs. 

terendo  fubigantur.  Exa£le  fuba&is  adde  fen¬ 
fim  conterendo 

Syrupi  kermefini- 3 ij. 

Aquae  furnariae  jij. 

tota  haec  folutio  mifceatur  cum  priori  (No.  I.) 
bene  concufio  vafe  denter  mane  &  vefpere  coch¬ 
learia  duo. 

No.  III.  CAUSTIC  SOLUTION  for  the  CON¬ 
DYLOMATA. 

•  —  r  • 

R.  Aquae  fortis  fj. 

Mercurii  vivi  3tj. 

Plumbi  fimpl.  3ifs. 
fiat  leni  calore  folutio. 


No.  IV, 
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No.  IV.  MERCURIAL  SYRUP. 

r  >  •  -  •  ,  v-  -  *  ■■  - 

R.  Mercurii  vivi  sfs.  -  - . 

Gummi  ar^bici.  gift, T 

*  #  m  v.  *  v  ‘  V. (  v  #  i  ■  J  ^  #  A  y  v 

terantur  invicem  in  mortario  lapideo  addito 
medio  cochleari  aquae  furnariae,  donec  mer¬ 
curius  dilpareat  in  mucum, 
fenfim  conterendo  admifee 
Syrupi  violarum  Jij- 
Aquae  Horum  fambuci 

D.  S.  pro  infante  cochleare  coffee  mane  &  vef- 
pere. 

No.  V.  MERCURIAL  PILLS. 

R.  Mercurii  vivi  3j. 

Gum  im  arabic  i  sij  ;  .  _ ■  >(  ; . 

f  f  ,■  X  *  /  * 

Terantur  invicem  addito  medio  cochleari 
aquae  in  mucum.  v'  ;  [ 

Huic  bene  fuba&o  adde  ;  ;  :;  .-l  ; 

.. A  Extra^ .  cicutae  3j. 

Pulveris  liquiritiae  q.  f. 

m.  f.  pii.  gr.  ij.  S.  mane  &  vefpere  fex  pro  dofi. 

No.  VI.  SIMPLE  MERCURIAL  OINT- 

MENT. 

R.  Mercurii  vivi 


Gummi  arabici  aa§  fs. 

Subigantur  addito  cochleari  aquae  in  mucum. 

Huic  admifee 

•  !  '  •  - 

Unguenti  nutriti  recent.  £j.  m.  d.  ufui. 
Subinde  camphoram  &  faponem  nigrum, 
quando  tumoribus  induratis,  fubinde  balfamum 
quando  ulceribus  illud  adhibui,  addidi. 


No.  VII.  SIMPLE  MERCURIAL  CERATE. 

i  *  •  .  ■■ 

R.  Mercurii  vivi 

Gum  mi  arabici  aa  |fs. 

Subigantur  addito  cochleari  aquae  in  mucum. 
Adde  cerae  liquefactae  &  butyri  Cacao  qi  f. 

•  pro  formando  cerato,  d.  ufui. 


